Michif 599 

Michif = Mitchif = Metif = Metchif 

Michif is the language of the Metis, descendants of Cree women and fur trappers 
(many of them French Canadians). Bakker reported in 1997 that it was spoken by 
under 1000 people in Metis communities in Saskatchewan, Manitoba, North Dakota, 
and Montana, as well as smaller groups in northern Alberta, the Northwest 
Territories, Minnesota, and Oregon. There were probably two or three times this 
many speakers a century before. Most modern speakers are in their 70s or 80s and 
are now bilingual in English. The language is no longer being learned by children. 

Michif shows a fascinating ancestry. In essence, the noun phrase phonology, lexicon, 
morphology, and syntax are derived from Canadian French, while the verb phrase 
phonology, lexicon, morphology, and syntax come from southern Plains Cree. The 
language is mutually intelligible with neither French nor Cree; no modern speakers 
know Cree, and few know French. The most extensive descriptions of the language 
are in Bakker 1997 and Bakker & Papen 1996, 1997; material cited here is drawn 
from these two. A dictionary compiled by two speakers is in Laverdure & Allard 
1983. Additional work is in Rhodes 1977, 1986, 1987, Crawford 1973a,b, 1976, 1983, 
1985a,b, Weaver 1983, Paper 1987a,b,c, 1988, and Bakker 1989b,c, 1990, 1991, 1994b. 
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